
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 

Project Title: 
DWSP Harvest Permit Number:  3168 
DWSP Proposal ID: PR-20-19 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 204-33804-22 

 
Site Information 

Watershed: Quabbin Town(s): New Salem 
Acres:  150 Nearest Road: North Prescott (Gate 20) 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: Yes Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes 
Forest Types: Oak/Hardwood, White Pine/Oak ACEC?: No 
Soils: Stony till with varying levels of sandy loam 
Wetland Resources: Intermittent brooks 
Vernal Pools: 0 

 
Harvest Information 

Harvest Start Date: 4/4/2021 Harvest End Date: 6/27/2024 
Number of Wetland Crossings: 0 Number of Stream Crossings:  1 

 
Best Management Practices Applied 

Stream Crossings  1; will be a temporary skid bridge with corduroyed slash 
Filter Strips    3; variable width based on slope 
Wetland Crossings 0 

Harvesting in Wetlands 0 
 

DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name: Derek Beard 
Forester License #: 14 
Phone #:  
Email: derek.beard@mass.gov 

 

  



NARRATIVE 

General Description/Forest Composition/History: 
The general location of this harvest is on the west side of North Prescott Road (Gate 20) between 
intersections 20-3 and 20-5.  Specifically, it’s bounded to the east by old red pine plantations, north and 
northwesterly by an un-named height of land, to the west by the base of slope and to the south by a branch 
of Dickey Brook.    

The forest is composed of overstory white pine and mixed hardwood (red maple, birch, ash, oak, and 
cherry).  Most of the understory is black birch saplings/poles.  Overstory timber quality is quite variable 
ranging from average to low quality white pine and average to better quality hardwood.  A small 
inholding (2 ac.) of red pine covers southern portions of harvest area. 

        
Site Selection: 

The primary goal of the watershed forest management program is to create and maintain a forest that 
provides high quality drinking water to current and future users.  In order to achieve this, DWSP has 
determined that the forest should contain a diversity of species in various stages of development 
(seedlings through large legacy trees).  In addition, the forest should be vigorous, actively growing, and 
regenerating.  Forest in this condition is ideally suited to be resilient to and quickly recover from small to 
large scale disturbances such as disease, insect infestation, ice storms, and hurricanes. 

Silvicultural Objectives: 
The main goal of the harvesting project is to release and/or spur a young forest age class.  This will be 
accomplished by the siting of four openings across the harvest area that range between 2.3 and 4.9 acres 
in size.  Openings over a half-acre (0.5) have live tree retention that will contribute to future forest 
complexity.  In addition to the openings, 68 poor quality overstory white pine will be girdled to facilitate 
continued release of established understory.  

Cultural Resources: 

Given the area’s proximity to a main access road one cellar hole was identified along with numerous 
stone walls.  

Rare or Endangered Species: 
According to the latest edition of the MA Natural Heritage & Endanger Species Atlas, the project does 
overlap with an estimated or critical habitat area.  However, the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife have 
ruled that the activities will not result in harming any protected plant or animal species. 

 

 

 

 

 



FIGURES 
Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan  

 

 



Figure 1a: Forest Cutting Plan pg. 2. 

 

 

 



Figure 1b: Forest Cutting Plan pg. 3.  
 

 

 



Figure 1c: Forest Cutting Plan pg 3. 

 

 

 



Figure 1d forest cutting plan pg 4. 

 

 

 



Figure 1d: Forest Cutting Plan pg. 5. 
 

 

 



Figure 1e: Forest Cutting Plan page 6. 

 

 

 


