
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 
Project Title: Lot 5292 

DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 5292 
DWSP Proposal ID: WA-20-215 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number:  134-32172-21 
 

Site Information 
Watershed: Wachusett 
Town(s): West Boylston 
Acres: 68 
Nearest Road: Malden Street 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: Yes 
Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes 
Forest Types:  Mixed oak 
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)?: No 
Soils: Chatfield-Hollis-Rock outcrop complex 
Wetland Resources:  There are two small wetlands near the top of the hill that are connected 
by an intermittent stream. 
Vernal Pools: The two wetlands each have a vernal pool. 
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: 6/23/2021 
Harvest End Date: 6/30/2023 
Number of Wetland Crossings: None. 
Number of Stream Crossings: Three. 
 

Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings: All three intermittent streams will be crossed with poles if they are dry or 
with bridges if they are flowing. 
Filter Strips: No cutting will occur in the filter strips. 
Wetland Crossings: No wetlands will be crossed. 
Harvesting in Wetlands: There is no harvesting in the wetlands. 
 
DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name: Greg Buzzell  
Forester License number: 025 
Phone number: 774-261-1841 
Email: greg.buzzell@mass.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Narrative 

General Description/Forest Composition/History 
The working unit was proposed, marked, sold and cut in 2010. At that time, there was no 
advance regeneration in the mixed oak stand while there was decent regeneration in the white 
pine-oak stand on the top of the hill. While the proposal in 2010 call for the creation of some 
overstory openings in the white pine-oak stand, in the end, the decision was made to not make 
any openings. The white pine-oak stand was treated essentially the same as the mixed oak 
stand. Overall stocking was decreased by roughly 30% while every white pine in the overstory 
was daylighted by removing all trees from their immediate vicinity. All of this was done to 
encourage the establishment of white pine regeneration on this very dry site. This operation 
was successful and today there is excellent advance regeneration of white pine throughout this 
area. 
 
Site Selection 
The ideal watershed protection forest is one which best serves the function of the land as a 
producer of high quality drinking water in both short- and long-term. This forest must be 
vigorous and diverse in tree species and ages, be actively accumulating biomass and actively 
regenerating. Such a forest will be ideally suited to be resilient to and quickly recover from 
small- and large-scale disturbances such as diseases, insect infestations, ice storms and 
hurricanes. 
 
Silvicultural Objectives 
With adequate advance regeneration now present throughout this working unit as a result of 
the harvest in 2010, openings will be made on up to 20.6 acres thereby achieving the goal of 
creating a new age class on 1/3rd of this area. This will be accomplished by the removal of the 
overstory in patches that average about 1 acre with a maximum size of about 2 acres. These will 
be well distributed throughout the proposed area taking advantage of where the white pine 
regeneration is best.  
Any partial cutting that may occur between the openings on up to 1/3rd of the area will be 
focused on benefiting white pine. 
 
 
Cultural Resources 
Each of the two small wetlands has a small concrete weir with a v-notch that in the past would 
have allowed more water to be held in the wetlands. This was done to provide water for steam 
engines used in the quarrying activities that took place in the granite outcrops on this hilltop. 
The weirs do not currently affect the water flow out of the wetlands. 
 
 
Rare or Endangered Species 
As a result of the proposal of this working unit in 2010, the two vernal pools (#129 & 130) have 
been verified. 
 
 
  



Figures 

• Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan  

• Figure 2. Maps of harvest area showing approximate boundary, proposed openings and 
other features 

• Figure 3. General locus map showing the location of the proposed timber harvest 

• Figure 4. Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-B 

• Figure 5. Post-Harvest Photos, A-C 
 
 
  



Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan  

 
  



 
  



 
 
  



 
  



Figure 2. Maps of harvest area showing approximate boundary, proposed openings and other 
features 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 3. General locus map showing the location of the proposed timber harvest 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 4. Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-B 

 
 
A. Mature oaks marked for harvest which will release the better site situated white pine. 
 

 
B. Marked oaks for harvest with mature white pine retention and a mix of hardwood and white 
pine regeneration. 
 
 



Figure 5. Post-Harvest Photos, A-C 

 
A. The landing as viewed from the paved road extension off of Malden Street. 

 
B.  An area of overstory removal where the younger white pines and hardwoods now have the 
room and light to continue to grow. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
C. The pine in the foreground was retained to provide additional vertical structure in this area 
of overstory removal. 
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