
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 

Project Title: 
DWSP Harvest Permit Number: Lot 5287 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 241-24743-20 
 
Site Information 
Watershed: Wachusett Town(s): Princeton 
Acres: 16 Nearest Road: Bullard Road 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: No Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes             
Forest Types: White pine.oak; White pine ACEC?: No 
Soils: Hinckley sandy loam 
Wetland Resources: Babcock Brook borders the sale are to the south and Snow Pond to the north 
Vernal Pools: None 
 
Harvest Information 
DWSP Permit Start Date: 3/25/20 DWSP Permit End Date: 6/30/22 
Number of Wetland Crossings: None Number of Stream Crossings:  None 
 
Best Management Practices Applied 

Stream Crossings There are no stream crossings. 
Filter Strips No harvesting will occur in the filter strip. 
Wetland Crossings There are no stream crossings. 
Harvesting in Wetlands There is no harvesting in wetlands. 

 

 

DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name: Greg Buzzell 
Forester License #: 025 
Phone #: 774-261-1841 



NARRATIVES 

General Description/Forest Composition/History: 

This forest is identified by its flat topography that slopes down on all sides gradually. It is a well-drained 
site with a potentially high water table as evidenced by the highbush blueberry. The dominant species is 
white pine and red oak followed by black birch, black cherry, black oak, sugar maple, red maple, striped 
maple, American beech, and paper birch. The sugar maples are on the southwestern slopes and not on the 
flat hilltop. The white pine is of the best vigor on the site and the oak is of decent quality, although 
smaller oaks are now dying back. Fortunately, white pine is regenerating well and is for the most part 
spread out throughout the lot. There is some mixing of oak regeneration on the site as well as areas with 
chestnut sprouts and hemlock regeneration. Mountain laurel is present in small veins and patches 
throughout the site and becomes thick on the northern slopes where the hemlock is thinning out leading 
down to Snow Pond.  

Site Selection: 

The ideal watershed protection forest is one which best serves the function of the land as a producer of 
high quality drinking water in both short- and long-term. This forest must be vigorous and diverse in tree 
species and ages, be actively accumulating biomass and actively regenerating. Such a forest will be 
ideally suited to be resilient to and quickly recover from small- and large-scale disturbances such as 
diseases, insect infestations, ice storms and hurricanes. 

Silvicultural Objectives: 

With good advance regeneration on much of this area, openings will be made to release advance 
regeneration. The focus of management is on the flat hilltop and the gently sloped areas adjacent to it. 
Three openings totaling 2.7 acres have been marked with one of the openings being 2.0 acres in size. 
These openings specifically targeted areas with good regeneration present. Good white pine regeneration 
has been especially targeted as pine is better suited to this site, although a mix of hardwoods including 
oak will be released as well. A thinning of the white pines will occur on a 1.7 acre area adjacent to the 
openings.  

Cultural Resources: 

There are no known historic and archaeological resources associated with this site. If any features are 
uncovered before or during the harvest, they will be protected according to guidelines set forth in the 
Comprehensive Land Management Plan. 

Wildlife/Rare or Endangered Species: 

There are no critical habitats or known rare or endangered plants or wildlife. 

 

FIGURES 

Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan 

Figure 2. Map of harvest area showing approximate boundary, proposed openings and other features 

Figure 3. General locus map showing the location of the proposed timber harvest 

Figure 4. Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-D 

  



Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan 

 

  



 
 

  



 

  



 

  



Figure 2. Map of harvest area showing approximate boundary, proposed openings and other features 

 

  



Figure 3. General locus map showing the location of the proposed timber harvest 

 

  



Figure 4. Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-D 

 

A. Landing location on Bullard Road in Princeton. 

 

B. The overstory here is being removed to release the young white pine and hardwoods and give them 
the light and space they need to continue to thrive. 



 
C. This group of white pine trees is being retained within the opening to provide structural diversity. 

 
D. This area is being thinned to provide the remaining overstory trees more space. 




