
    
  


    


      
        

  
          
        
      An official website of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts   
              
          Here's how you know
          
            
          
        
          
  
      	
        
        
          Official websites use .mass.gov

          A .mass.gov website belongs to an official government organization in Massachusetts.
        


      
	
                        
          
        
        
          Secure websites use HTTPS certificate

          A lock icon (
            
              
            
              ) or https:// means you’ve safely connected to the official website. Share sensitive information only on official, secure websites.

        

      


  

  

    
  
  

  



  




  
    

    
      Skip to main content
    

    
  

    
      
        
                
          Mass.gov
        
        
          Menu
        
        
          Close
        
      
            
        Access to search
        
      
    

    
      





  	
        
          

          
            
          

        

      
	
              
            
            
              Contrast Settings
            
                        
          
          
            
              
                
                Contrast Settings

              

              
                                                

  
        
  
    
                      We are testing UserWay, a tool that will let you change color contrast and other visual styles. Click the button below to open the settings.
              


  
      Open contrast settings
        
          
        

  

  
  




                                

  
        
  
    
                      If you'd like to share your feedback on this specific feature and help us make the site more accessible, please fill out this short survey.
          
        

  

  
  




                              

              
                Close
                +
              
            

          

              
	
                                            
              
              State Organizations
            
                             
	
              
            
            
              Log In to...
            
                        
          
          
            
              
                
                Log In to...

              

              
                                                

  
        
  
    
                      Top-requested sites to log in to services provided by the state

          
        

  

  
  	
      
  Virtual Gateway 

    
	
      
  Unemployment Online 

    
	
      
  Child Support Enforcement 

    





                              

              
                Close
                +
              
            

          

              





    


    

    

    
      
        
  
    

    Mass.gov
  


      

              
          
  
    Search terms
    
          
        
        	
            
              
                
                search 
              
              
                
                   across the entire site 
              
            
          
	
              
                
                  
                  search 
                
                
                  
                   in 
                    Department of Criminal Justice Information Services
                  
                
              
            
	
              
                
                  
                  search 
                
                
                  
                   in 
                    Executive Office of Public Safety and Security
                  
                
              
            


      

              
  Search
  

  



        

            
                  
  	
                  
          Show the sub topics of 
              Living
          
          
          
            	
                  Health & Social Services
                
	
                  Families & Children
                
	
                  Housing & Property
                
	
                  Transportation
                
	
                  Legal & Justice
                
	
                  Public Safety
                
	
                  Energy
                
	
                  Environment
                
	
                  Taxes
                
	
                  Unclaimed Property
                
	
                  Vital & Public Records
                
	
                  Voting
                


          

              
	
                  
          Show the sub topics of 
              Working
          
          
          
            	
                  Business Resources
                
	
                  Professional Licenses & Permits
                
	
                  Unemployment
                
	
                  Finding a Job
                
	
                  Taxes
                
	
                  Workers' Rights & Safety
                
	
                  Industry Regulations
                
	
                  For State Employees
                


          

              
	
                  
          Show the sub topics of 
              Learning
          
          
          
            	
                  Early Childhood Education & Care
                
	
                  Elementary & Secondary Schools
                
	
                  Higher Education
                
	
                  Continuing Education
                
	
                  For Educators & Administrators
                


          

              
	
                  
          Show the sub topics of 
              Visiting & Exploring
          
          
          
            	
                  Parks & Recreation
                
	
                  Fishing & Hunting
                
	
                  Historic Sites
                
	
                  Arts
                
	
                  Family Fun
                
	
                  Travel Options
                
	
                  Seasonal Activities
                


          

              
	
                  
          Show the sub topics of 
              Your Government
          
          
          
            	
                  Executive 
                
	
                  Constitutionals & Independents
                
	
                  Legislative
                
	
                  Judicial
                
	
                  Cities & Towns
                
	
                  State Offices & Courts A-Z
                


          

              





              

      
        





  	
        
          

          
            
          

        

      
	
              
            
            
              Contrast Settings
            
                        
          
          
            
              
                
                Contrast Settings

              

              
                                                

  
        
  
    
                      We are testing UserWay, a tool that will let you change color contrast and other visual styles. Click the button below to open the settings.
              


  
      Open contrast settings
        
          
        

  

  
  




                                

  
        
  
    
                      If you'd like to share your feedback on this specific feature and help us make the site more accessible, please fill out this short survey.
          
        

  

  
  




                              

              
                Close
                +
              
            

          

              
	
                                            
              
              State Organizations
            
                             
	
              
            
            
              Log In to...
            
                        
          
          
            
              
                
                Log In to...

              

              
                                                

  
        
  
    
                      Top-requested sites to log in to services provided by the state

          
        

  

  
  	
      
  Virtual Gateway 

    
	
      
  Unemployment Online 

    
	
      
  Child Support Enforcement 

    





                              

              
                Close
                +
              
            

          

              





      

    

  




    
      
        
  
    

    Mass.gov
  


      

              
          
  
    Search terms
    
          
        
        	
            
              
                
                search 
              
              
                
                   across the entire site 
              
            
          
	
              
                
                  
                  search 
                
                
                  
                   in 
                    Department of Criminal Justice Information Services
                  
                
              
            
	
              
                
                  
                  search 
                
                
                  
                   in 
                    Executive Office of Public Safety and Security
                  
                
              
            


      

              
  Search
  

  



        

          


      

    
  
  

  



  
        

  
  
  
    	
                          
                      
	
                          Public Safety
                      
	
                          Personal Safety
                      
	
                          Firearms Services
                      
	Apply for a firearms license
	
        …
        This page is located more than 3 levels deep within a topic. Some page levels are currently hidden. Use this button to show and access all levels.

      


  





    

      

  





  
    
    
    
                                          
      
        	
                          
                        
              This page, Apply for a firearms license, is  
              offered by
            
          
	
  Department of Criminal Justice Information Services

	
  
    show  more
  

	
  Executive Office of Public Safety and Security



      

      

  
      

  
        
              
                Apply for a firearms license
              

                
                          A firearms license is required to possess or carry firearms in Massachusetts.
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What you need
    for Apply for a firearms license


  
    
                               To apply for a Resident Firearms License:


	You must apply for a resident firearms license to carry or firearms identification card through the police department in the town where you reside.
	You will need to submit:
		A complete resident firearms license application
	The required application fee
	A Massachusetts Basic Firearms Safety Course certificate
	A form of identification


	You may need to submit:
		Proof of residence


	Contact your local firearms licensing officer for specific information on the application process.

To apply for a Non-Resident License to Carry Firearms or a Resident Alien Permit:


	You must apply for a non-resident license to carry firearms or a resident alien permit through the Firearms Records Bureau.  
	You will need:
		A complete non-resident firearms license or resident alien permit application.
	The required application fee
	A Massachusetts Basic Firearms Safety Course certificate


	You may need:
		An in-person appearance
	A visa or copy of immigration card





                  
        

  
                                                                            
          







Fees
     for Apply for a firearms license

                          
	Name	Fee	Unit
	License to Carry Firearms	$100	each
	License to Carry Firearms - retired law enforcement officers	$25	each
	Firearms Identification Card	$100	each
	Firearms Identification Card - applicants under 18 years old	$25	each
	Non-Resident Firearms License	$100	each
	Resident Alien Permit	$100	each

      
                                                                            

          







How to apply
     Apply for a firearms license

            
          


          

      
          
        
              

          By mail
            +
      
    

  
      



                
  
    
                       


For Resident Firearms License applications:


Your completed application package, including the fee, may be mailed to your local licensing authority.  Contact your local firearms licensing officer for additional information prior to submitting your renewal.


For Non-Resident Firearms License and Resident Alien Permit applications:


Your complete application package, including the fee, must be mailed to the Firearms Records Bureau at:



Department of Criminal Justice Information Services


Firearms Records Bureau


200 Arlington Street, Suite 2200


Chelsea, MA 02150



          
        

                              
      
          


          

      
          
        
              

          In person
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                      For Resident Firearms License applications:


Your complete application package, including fee, must be submitted to your local licensing authority.  Contact your local firearms licensing officer for additional information prior to submitting your application.

          
        

                              
      
  
                                                          

          







Next steps
    for Apply for a firearms license

                                	
        




      

        

      

                Resident Firearms License Application Processing

                

    
  
      



                
  
    
                        Your application will be processed by your local licensing authority. 


Firearms license application processing includes a state and federal background check, a fingerprint based background check, and a check with the Department of Mental Health. 


You will be notified by your local licensing authority when your firearms license application has been processed, either by telephone or by mail. You may need to pick up your firearms license in person.


License processing may take up to 60 days.


To learn how to check the status of your firearms license application, click here.


          
        

              

      
      
    

    
          
        Open PDF file, 447.14 KB, 
          Resident Firearms License Application
      
              (English, PDF 447.14 KB)
            

    




          
      
    

  
      

      

	
        




      

        

      

                Non-Resident Firearms License and Alien Permit Application Processing

                

    
  
      



                
  
    
                        Your application will be processed by the Firearms Records Bureau. 


Firearms license application processing includes a state and federal background check, a fingerprint based background check, and a check with the Department of Mental Health. 


You will be notified by the Firearms Records Bureau when your firearms license application has been processed by mail. 


License processing may take up to 90 days.


To check the status of your non-resident firearms license or alien permit application, contact the Firearms Records Bureau directly at (617) 660-4782.
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